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“All the best performers bring to their role something more,
What a week we had back in June for the Princess Theatre
premiere of
something different than the author put on paper.
"Our House" The Madness musical.
That’s what makes theatre live. . .
Stephen Sondheim

That’s why it persists.”

The weather decided to treat us to the first heatwave for some years and
we all sweltered back stage in conditions very much like a sauna!
The show was action packed with many costume changes for the cast
which meant that backstage was a scene of frenzied activity. The heat
ensured that many pounds were sweated off during the week and some
cast members lost 8lb in weight.
Audiences were treated to a fast paced and clever show packed with all
the favourite Madness tunes and our audiences really showed their
appreciation night after night. Thanks must go to our magnificent
production team for their hard work and David Youll, Elaine Johnson and
John Amery are to be congratulated on the results of their labours.
We had a magnificent cast who worked so hard to perfect some pretty difficult dance routines and on top
of this managed to provide many of the costumes required.
Congratulations to everyone involved on stage and of course off stage. As usual our stage and technical
teams surpassed themselves to help us provide a show that was as professional in quality as we could make
it.
So .... what do we follow that with ? Watch this space!!
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The Golden Toad Award Winner 2017
This was a suggestion by member Mike Ryman in 1994 as a device
to get members to appreciate just what goes into putting a show
on the stage, and also to appreciate the huge amount of work
required to run an active Society. Obviously the Committee need
the assistance of many members to get all the duties done at the
right time, and in good order.
Each year, during the final stages of the summer show, the
members are asked to consider who they would like to see win
the award (Committee members are not eligible); taking into
account personality, help given to the Society, input to the show
etc. and the Committee then makes a final decision.
This year's very worthy winner, Margaret Aulton, (pictured right)
received her award from our Chairman, Amanda Jenkins, in the
presence of the Our House cast at their Matinee Tea. Margaret is a
stalwart of the society and our dedicated tea lady. Rehearsals
would not be the same without her!

In memory of Alan Wagstaff
The society was greatly saddened to hear of the untimely death of Alan
Wagstaff at the early age of 64.
Alan came to TOADS SMC in 2004 when he took the part of Arvide Abernethy
in Guys and Dolls. He soon endeared himself to members with his quiet but
determined presence and his wicked sense of humour. Alan played the butler in
Me and My Girl the following year but his appearances on stage for TOADS
were few and far between. He made his mark in other ways by being an active
committee member for a number of years and by applying his considerable
artistic talents to other production roles.
Trained at the Northern College of Music, and subsequently working in jobs
such as studio floor manager for TV and production manager at Alton Towers
(where he is remembered with great affection), his musical talents were
formidable and he proved an excellent musical director for our productions of Sweeney Todd in 2008 and
Hot Mikado in 2009. Sadly, a serious illness in 2011 resulted in the amputation of a leg, but this did not
diminish his activities and after that he directed our productions of Sound of Music in 2012 and Annie Get
Your Gun in 2013. By this time, Alan was also well known as the MD of the Torbay Police Choir, who were
special guests at one of our Princess Theatre concerts.
Away from TOADS, Alan was best known for playing the dame over a number of years for Paignton
Pantomime and even managed an appearance as King following his illness - a role that required less
movement on stage!
Sadly, increasing illness and frailty meant a reduction in his stage activity, although he retained his MD role
with the police choir until just before his death.
He will be greatly missed and we send our condolences to Andrew, his partner of many years.
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From our President……
Although it has been a little while since “Our House” was playing at the
Princess Theatre, we are still beavering away on Committee with all the
numerous facets of managing a society!
I hope you have all enjoyed your summer breaks and I want to tell you
now about our next Lunch at the Headland Hotel on 4th October. We
will be welcoming Jerry Stuart whose talk is entitled "From a London
Policeman to a Devon Beekeeper". He works with Paignton Zoo and
The Torbay Coast & Countryside Trust among others and is passionate
about his work to help the bee population.Very Interesting.
In November I have again invited Nick Bye to regale us with his unique wit... I'm going
to call his talk "Nick's Ramblings". Hope that's ok Nick?
As I am again arranging another very popular Concert and Carols at Lincombe Manor on
Saturday 2nd December, we are not having a lunch in December. The cost of the evening, to
include mulled wine on arrival and coffee and mince pies after the concert and prior to the
community carol singing, is £17, the same as last year. A bar is also available. I have received
many early bookings for this event and there are currently only 15 places still to be reserved.
As TOADS SMC is rebranding, I will try to have new badges for all our VPs (currently just under
100) as soon as possible. I have now finalised our special Dinner & Dance on 13th January when,
if you wish, there will be the possibility for you to renew your membership as VPs of TOADS.
I have reserved The Grosvenor Hotel, which has a super dance floor, and also the same lass who
sang for us last year with her backing tracks – Megan Taper from The Usual Suspects.
The two-course meal (John Burton-Race is proposing the menu!!) – main and pudding, will be
followed by tea/coffee and chocolates. And all this for just £20. The tables are in rounds of 10
(12 max on a round and a bit squashed) but I can request straights if needed. Because it is quite
a large room I am very happy to welcome not only VPs but their friends and the many
supporters who attend the lunches through the year. The more the merrier.
Here's wishing us all a fabulous Indian Summer - I think we deserve it - and I look forward to
seeing many of you again very soon.
Thank for your continued support!
Mary Qiriaqi

Mary can be contacted on 01803 431584/07594 442751 or maryqiriaqi@outlook.com
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TOADS Choir
With all the talent we have in TOADS SMC, from those
who appear in our shows to those who support us through
the year, we believe we have access to so many of you who
love to sing that we could form a TOADS CHOIR!!!
We have already been offered a 'gig' so we are gathering
names together in the hope that this choir can become a
reality. Apparently there are some of our very own VPs
who are already in choirs so what about sharing your hobby
with us too? Committee member, Jane Summerfield, is
collating names of those who might be interested so you
could give her a call on 07778 140387

What’s on the pad?
our calendar of social events and the forthcoming production
dates for your diary!

October

Wednesday 4th - Monthly Luncheon with Speaker, Jerry Stuart "From a London Policeman
to a Devon Beekeeper" - 12:00 for 12:30 - Headland Hotel, Torquay - £15 - Reserve your space via
Mary.
Saturday 14th - TOADS Barn Dance - see advert at the end of this newsletter. Reserve your ticket
via Mandy.

November

Wednesday 1st - Monthly Luncheon with Speaker, Nick Bye "Nick's Ramblings" - 12:00 for 12:30 Headland Hotel, Torquay - £15 - Reserve your space via Mary.

December

Thursday 2nd - Concert & Carols Lincombe Manor. Tickets £17 Dress Code: Black Tie. Bookings
and Payments now being received - Reserve via Mary

January 2018

Saturday 13th - TOADS Vice-Presidents' Renewal Dinner & Dance - The Grosvenor Hotel, Torquay £20 - Dress Code: Jacket & Tie - Reserve Your Space Via Mary.

For details on our Barn
Dance.....keep going!
Don’t forget to get in contact with us for any articles or items you would like to see in future
editions - smalltalk@toads.org.uk
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TOADS Stage Musical Company invites you to
their…….

Barn Dance
At

St Martin’s Church Hall
Barton, Torquay
On

Saturday 14 October 2017
7.30 -10pm
Dust off your cowboy hat and let your
hair down
mosey on over to our hoedown

£12 to include 2 course supper
Please advise of any specific dietary requirements

Tea/coffee and soft drinks
available

BRING own

( Bring your ow n alcohol)

Dress code
Casual Western style

to reserve your place
Contact: amandajenkins14@hotmail.com Tel: 01803 875925

!
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